Transcript - Calum Drummond.

I’ve got a passion for the commercialisation of the research outcomes, and so delivering those benefits beyond just the generation of new knowledge so I get particularly excited when I see the opportunities to translate into something that has benefit to the broader society of Victoria and Australia have an excellent reputation in many areas of science, including my area which is chemistry, so if you like, that gives you a ticket to the engagement globally, because the quality of our science and our ability to apply that science is well recognised and well respected globally. 
In my research team, we work in the area of physical chemistry and so what that means is we want to understand how things work at the fundamental, molecular level. In particular, we are interested in understanding how surfaces and liquids interact, and   then we take that fundamental understanding to develop new products. So some of the areas that we’ve extended our fundamental understanding into is; we’ve looked at developing new drug delivery vehicles, we’ve looked at developing new theranostic agent. We’ve developed new drilling fluids for the offshore oil industry. Well I think as an Australian researcher, unless you’re thinking globally in terms of the impact of your research, then you’re not maximising the opportunity. So it’s really important to have the global market as a goal. 
I suspect that I have been the successful recipient this year because doing excellent science is necessary, but it’s not sufficient for us, it’s about going the next stage, its about going to the innovative development of that science to deliver something beyond the academic community, so I suspect if you have a prize which is focussed on science and innovation, that individuals that are really looking at how to translate their science to deliver benefit, would be at some competitive advantage.

It’s really nice for Victoria to say ‘hey, we value what you’re doing, we value the contribution that you’re making to Victoria’. Science is not an individual activity, science is a team based activity, so I very much see this award as being recognition of not, me, but all the people that I’ve have worked with over many years. 
So one of the great joys for me is I’m continually exposed to the passion and the excitement that’s exhibited by early career researchers, whether they’re PhD students, or whether they’re post-doctoratal fellows, or whether they’re a little bit later in their career. So it’s invigorating for me to be exposed and to work with those, young individuals that have excitement which I see on a daily basis mature onto allowing them to increasingly deliver positive impact for the society around them. 
Do it! Get involved in science, it’s fun! I mean one of the reasons why I started it was because I thought it was going to be a fun activity and I’ve been doing it for close on 30 years now and it’s still fun, I still enjoy it, every day is different, the discovery process is absolutely fantastic, it’s like being a detective, every day you are learning new things, you’re discovering new things about the world, and if you don’t just focus on science, if you focus on innovation as well, then there’s a absolute joy in seeing that science applied to the benefit of others. 

